
Time Frame Big Ideas Essential 

Question

Concepts Competencies Vocabulary Standards Eligible 

Content

Assessments Educational 

Resources

Differentiation

Post-WWII-

Early Cold 

War-4 Weeks

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration 

been beneficial 

to American 

society? 

Conflict and cooperation 

among social groups, 

organizations, and 

nation-states are critical 

to comprehending 

society in the United 

States. Domestic 

instability, ethnic and 

racial relations, labor 

relation, immigration, 

and wars and 

revolutions are examples 

of social disagreement 

Summarize how 

conflict and 

compromise in 

United States history 

impact 

contemporary 

society.

Cold War; Foreign 

Policy; Red Scare; 

Containment; Iron 

Curtain; Massive 

Retaliation; 

Communism; 

Truman Doctrine; 

Yalta Conference; 

Potsdam 

Conference; 

Marshall Plan; 

Limited War; Red 

Scare; 

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Exit Slips; 

Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Maps; Video 

Images

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

Historical 

context is 

needed to 

comprehend 

time and space. 

Why is time and 

space important 

to the study of 

history? 

Historical causation 

involves motives, 

reasons, and 

consequences that result 

in events and actions. 

Some consequences may 

be impacted by forces of 

the irrational or the 

accidental.

Contrast how a 

historically 

important issue in 

the United States 

was resolved and 

compare what 

techniques and 

decisions may be 

applied today.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and 

result. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Historical skills 

(organizing information 

chronologically, 

explaining historical 

issues, locating sources 

and investigate 

materials, synthesizing 

and evaluating evidence, 

and developing 

arguments and 

interpretations based on 

evidence) are used by an 

analytical thinker to 

Articulate the 

context of a 

historical event or 

action.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

G; CC.8.6.11-

12 H; 

CC.8.6.11-12 I



What role does 

analysis have in 

historical 

construction? 

Evaluate cause-and-

result relationships 

bearing in mind 

multiple causations.Contrast multiple 

perspectives of 

individuals and 

groups in 

interpreting other 

times, cultures, and 

Post WWII 

Economy/1950

s Society-4 

weeks

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

How does 

continuity and 

change within the 

United States 

history influence 

your community 

today? 

Textual evidence, 

material artifacts, the 

built environment, and 

historic sites are central 

to understanding United 

States history.

Apply the theme of 

continuity and 

change in United 

States history and 

relate the benefits 

and drawbacks of 

your example.

Domestic Policy; 

Dynamic 

Conservatism; Fair 

Deal; Poverty; Baby 

Boom; White-collar 

jobs; The American 

Dream; Suburbia; 

Poverty line

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Exit Slips; 

Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing 

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

1950s 

Adverstisement 

Images

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and result. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Historical 

comprehension involves 

evidence-based 

discussion and 

explanation, an analysis 

of sources including 

multiple points of view, 

and an ability to read 

critically to recognize 

fact from conjecture and 

Contrast multiple 

perspectives of 

individuals and 

groups in 

interpreting other 

times, cultures, and 

place.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; 

CC.8.5.11-12 I; 
Perspective 

helps to define 

the attributes of 

historical 

comprehension. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Articulate the 

context of a 

historical event or 

action.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



Kennedy 

(F&D)/Johnso

n (Dom)-4 

weeks 

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

How can the 

story of another 

American, past 

or present, 

influence your 

life? 

Conflict and cooperation 

among social groups, 

organizations, and 

nation-states are critical 

to comprehending 

society in the United 

States. Domestic 

instability, ethnic and 

racial relations, labor 

relation, immigration, 

and wars and 

revolutions are examples 

of social disagreement 

Contrast how a 

historically 

important issue in 

the United States 

was resolved and 

compare what 

techniques and 

decisions may be 

applied today

New Frontier; 

Missile Gap; 

Flexible Response; 

Great Society; 

Space Race

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.4.12 D

N/A Exit Slips; 

Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing 

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Video Images

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

Historical 

context is 

needed to 

comprehend 

time and space. 

Why is time and 

space important 

to the study of 

history? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Analyze the 

interaction of 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, 

political, and social 

relations for a 

specific time and 

place.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and result. 

What role does 

analysis have in 

historical 

construction? 

Historical causation 

involves motives, 

reasons, and 

consequences that result 

in events and actions. 

Some consequences may 

be impacted by forces of 

the irrational or the 

accidental.

Evaluate cause-and-

result relationships 

bearing in mind 

multiple causations.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



Civil Rights 

Movement-3 

weeks 

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

How does 

continuity and 

change within the 

United States 

history influence 

your community 

today? 

Biography is a historical 

construct used to reveal 

positive and/or negative 

influences an individual 

can have on the United 

States society.

Synthesize a 

rationale for the 

study of individuals 

in United States 

history.

Discrimination; 

Racism; Supreme 

Court Cases; Civil 

Rights; separate-but-

equal; NAACP; 

boycott 

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Civil Rights 

Research 

Project; 

Current Event 

Writing 

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Computers

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration 

been beneficial 

to American 

society? 

Conflict and cooperation 

among social groups, 

organizations, and 

nation-states are critical 

to comprehending 

society in the United 

States. Domestic 

instability, ethnic and 

racial relations, labor 

relation, immigration, 

and wars and 

revolutions are examples 

of social disagreement 

Contrast how a 

historically 

important issue in 

the United States 

was resolved and 

compare what 

techniques and 

decisions may be 

applied today.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; 

CC.8.5.11-12 I; 

CC.8.5.11-12 J

How can the 

story of another 

American, past 

or present, 

influence your 

life? 

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



Vietnam War 

Era-6 weeks 

World history 

continues to 

influence 

Pennsylvanians, 

citizens of the 

United States, 

and individuals 

throughout the 

world today. 

How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration in 

world history 

been beneficial 

or detrimental? 

Conflict and cooperation 

among social groups, 

organizations, and 

nation-states are critical 

to comprehending 

societies throughout 

Africa, the Americas, 

Asia, and Europe.

Summarize how 

conflict and 

compromise in 

world history impact 

contemporary 

society.

Domino Theory; 

Gulf of Tonkin 

Resolution; 

Credibility Gap; 

Geneva Accords; 

Doves; Hawks

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Projects; Exit 

Slips; Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Computers

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and result. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Historical causation 

involves motives, 

reasons, and 

consequences that result 

in events and actions. 

Some consequences may 

be impacted by forces of 

the irrational or the 

accidental.

Evaluate cause-and-

result relationships 

bearing in mind 

multiple causations.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; Perspective 

helps to define 

the attributes of 

historical 

comprehension. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Analyze the 

interaction of 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, 

political, and social 

relations for a 

specific time and 

place.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



Nixon 

Presidency/197

0s-5 weeks

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

How has social 

disagreement and 

collaboration 

been beneficial 

to American 

society? 

United States history 

can offer an individual 

discerning judgment in 

public and personal life, 

supply examples for 

living, and thinking 

about one’s self in the 

dimensions of time and 

space.

Synthesize a 

rationale for the 

study of individuals 

in United States 

history.

Southern Strategy; 

New Federalism; 

Détente; Watergate; 

Impeach; Inflation; 

Stagflation; Deficit 

Spending; Strategic 

Arms Limitation 

Treaty; Helsinki 

Accords; Camp 

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Projects; Exit 

Slips; Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing 

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Computers; 

Video Images; 

1970s 

Washington Post 

news articles

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and result. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Historical 

comprehension involves 

evidence-based 

discussion and 

explanation, an analysis 

of sources including 

multiple points of view, 

and an ability to read 

critically to recognize 

fact from conjecture and 

Contrast multiple 

perspectives of 

individuals and 

groups in 

interpreting other 

times, cultures, and 

place.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; 

CC.8.5.11-12 I; 
Perspective 

helps to define 

the attributes of 

historical 

comprehension. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Analyze the 

interaction of 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, 

political, and social 

relations for a 

specific time and 

place.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



The 1980s-5 

weeks

The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

What does it 

mean to be a 

United States 

citizen, and what 

is your role in the 

history of the 

world? 

Long-term continuities 

and discontinuities in 

the structures of United 

States society provide 

vital contributions to 

contemporary issues. 

Belief systems and 

religion, commerce and 

industry, innovations, 

settlement patterns, 

social organization, 

transportation and trade, 

and equality are 

examples continuity and 

Apply the theme of 

continuity and 

change in United 

States history and 

relate the benefits 

and drawbacks of 

your example.

Liberalism; 

Conservatisms; 

Reaganomics; 

Reagan Doctrine; 

Perestrokia; 

Glasnot; Budget 

Deficit; Strategic 

Defense Initiative

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Projects; Exit 

Slips; Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Computers; 

Conservative and 

Liberal ideology 

statements

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 

How can the 

story of another 

American, past 

or present, 

influence your 

life? 

United States history 

can offer an individual 

discerning judgment in 

public and personal life, 

supply examples for 

living, and thinking 

about one’s self in the 

dimensions of time and 

space.

Synthesize a 

rationale for the 

study of individuals 

in United States 

history.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; Historical 

context is 

needed to 

comprehend 

time and space. 

Why is time and 

space important 

to the study of 

history? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Analyze the 

interaction of 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, 

political, and social 

relations for a 

specific time and 

place.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 



Historical 

interpretation 

involves an 

analysis of 

cause and result. 

What role does 

analysis have in 

historical 

construction? 

Historical 

comprehension involves 

evidence-based 

discussion and 

explanation, an analysis 

of sources including 

multiple points of view, 

and an ability to read 

critically to recognize 

fact from conjecture and 

Contrast multiple 

perspectives of 

individuals and 

groups in 

interpreting other 

times, cultures, and 

place.

Perspective 

helps to define 

the attributes of 

historical 

comprehension. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Historical causation 

involves motives, 

reasons, and 

consequences that result 

in events and actions. 

Some consequences may 

be impacted by forces of 

the irrational or the 

Evaluate cause-and-

result relationships 

bearing in mind 

multiple causations.

1990s->Today-

5 weeks

The history of 

the 

Commonwealth 

continues to 

influence 

Pennsylvanians 

today, and has 

impacted the 

United States 

and the rest of 

the world. 

What is your role 

as a 

Pennsylvanian in 

the history of the 

world? 

Conflict and cooperation 

among social groups, 

organizations, and 

nation-states are critical 

to comprehending 

society in the 

Pennsylvania. Domestic 

instability, ethnic and 

racial relations, labor 

relation, immigration, 

and wars and 

revolutions are examples 

of social disagreement 

Summarize how 

conflict and 

compromise in 

Pennsylvania history 

impact 

contemporary 

society.

National Security; 

Impeachment; 

Technology 

Growth; Contract 

with America; 

Nuclear 

Proliferation; 

Terrorism

8.1.12 B; 

8.1.12 C; 

8.3.12 A; 

8.3.12 B; 

8.3.12 C; 

8.3.12 D

N/A Projects; Exit 

Slips; Journal 

Writing; 

Discussion 

Questions; 

Essays; 

Current Event 

Writing

The American 

Republic ; Current 

Event Articles; 

Computers

Individual and small group 

collaboration; Reduced 

length writing; 

Personal/world relevance; 

Visual and verbal text; 1 on 1 

review for understanding. 



The history of 

the United 

States continues 

to influence its 

citizens, and has 

impacted the 

rest of the 

world. 

What does it 

mean to be a 

United States 

citizen, and what 

is your role in the 

history of the 

world? 

United States history 

can offer an individual 

discerning judgment in 

public and personal life, 

supply examples for 

living, and thinking 

about one’s self in the 

dimensions of time and 

space.

Synthesize a 

rationale for the 

study of individuals 

in United States 

history.

CC.8.5.11-12 

A; CC.8.5.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

C; CC.8.5.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.5.11-12 

F; CC.8.5.11-

12 G; Historical 

context is 

needed to 

comprehend 

time and space. 

Why is time and 

space important 

to the study of 

history? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Analyze the 

interaction of 

cultural, economic, 

geographic, 

political, and social 

relations for a 

specific time and 

place.

CC.8.6.11-12 

A; CC.8.6.11-

12 B; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

C; CC.8.6.11-

12 D; 

CC.8.6.11-12 

E; CC.8.6.11-

12 F; 

CC.8.6.11-12 
Perspective 

helps to define 

the attributes of 

historical 

comprehension. 

What role do 

multiple 

causations play 

in describing a 

historic event? 

Learning about the past 

and its different contexts 

shaped by social, 

cultural, and political 

influences prepares one 

for participation as 

active, critical citizens 

in a democratic society.

Articulate the 

context of a 

historical event or 

action.


